
Abstract 

The growing study of foreign policy change offers various explanations of change and continuity 

in foreign policy. By focusing on the actors of foreign policy decision-making, past scholarship 

has mainly concentrated on the role of institutional and noninstitutional factors in foreign policy 

change. However, decentralized decision-making is more relevant to democratic regimes than 

authoritarian regimes. Despite the abundance of case studies on foreign policy making in 

nondemocracies, advancements in the conceptual understanding of foreign policy change in 

authoritarian regimes are still needed. Addressing Uzbekistan’s foreign policy, this article 

proposes an advanced framework to explain why and how foreign policy change takes place under 

authoritarian leaders. A leader’s perception of the external environment is argued to be a decisive 

factor inducing authoritarian leaders to (re)consider their regime survival strategy. Concern with 

regime survival, in turn, shapes foreign policy goals which are manifested in distinctive foreign 

policy behavior of a leader. Ultimately, the behavior of a leader translates into certain foreign 

policy outcomes. 


